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SELECTIONS. 


We thank our faithful friend, MaryG. Cuar- 
pan, for her kindness in copying the following 
valuable article taken from the “London © Paneh. 
Few of our correspondents would be willing to 
perform such an amount of labor. The article 
will be read with great interest by the friends 
of the cause. 


THE ‘MORAL LESSON’ OF THE GALLOWS. 
January 15, 1846. 


Thousands of breasts beat horrid hope ; 
Thousands of eye-balls, lit with hell, 
Burnt one way all, to see the rope 
Unslacken as the platform fell. 
CoventTRY PATMORE. 


Within these few days, the majesty of the 
law—as the Moloch is called—has on two occa- 
sions asserted itself by the hands of the hang- 
man, A great mora! lesson has been preached 
to the multitude—the preachers a dead, law- 
slaughtered mau and woman. Marraa Brown- 
inc and Samuet Quennectit—suffocated carcas- 
es !—have been hung to a beam to illustrate the 
sacredness of human life. The law, to show its 
horror of the bloodshedder, has shed blood.— 
‘I'he rope and the knife were the death-dealing 
instruments of the murderers; but the homicides 
themselves were killed with all the solemnity of 
a statute. The first victims were smitten sud- 
denly, secretly: but the bloodshedders, to expi- 
ate their crimes, were strangled for a national 
sight. Lessons of Christian love and charity 
were thought to issue from the dead, distorted 
mouths of the law-killed malefactors. The 
hangman was made the schoolmaster; and the 
priest preached the loving-kindness and forgive- 
ness of Curist to miserable creatures, to be in 
an instant slain by the law’s revenge. 

And there is no mockery in thisnone! In 
many foolish phases, under many wicked forms, 
appears the wonderful knowledge of the legisla- 
ture; but if the great Enemy and Mocker of man 
would show the fiends the greatest and foulest ex- 
ample of human folly and wickedness in the guise 
of justice, surely he would point to the hanging 
carease of a man, killed according to law, and, 
with achuckle, ery, ‘ Behold, the Wisdom of 
Parliament |’ True: he may mourn the good 
old faggot times, when he snuffed the sweet 
odor of roasting flesh—of law-burnt men and 
women in Smithfield; nevertheless, there still 
remains for him neighbcring Newgate; and still 
Sir James Graham sits paramount—Justice in 
granite—at the Home office! What double les- 
sons of morality did the wisdom of the Secretary 
setthe contemplative populace of London last 
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| practical themes ordered—that the half-taught of 


the Old Bailey might, following the hangman, be 
completely edified in Horsemonger-lane ! Should 
| Parliament, in its growing tenderness for the 
multitude, some day appoint a national Master of 
the Revels, Sin James Granam, above all other 
claimants, must fill the post. His unwillingness 
to deny the mob the execution of Mary Furey 
must ever be gratefully remembered by the yis- 
itors of the Old Bailey. And there again, 
thoughtful Sin James did all he could; he at 
least whetted the appetite of the multitude with 
the sweet death-warrant ; though only eight-and- 
forty hours afterwards it was re-called,—the 
woman having suffered only eight-and-forty hours 
of needless agony. Nevertheless, it was a fine 
thought to threaten her, just in solemn sport, 
with the hangman—even it may be at the time 
it was determined only to expatriate her. Now 
and then a wise, benevolent statesman may per- 


;mit himself to play with heart-strings, even 
|as Nero played upon the fiddle. 


But a great reform has taken place. The 
press is excladed from the interior of @ prison on 
killing days. This tremendous sagacity of Sir 
James will very soon render turnkeys reporters ; 
for somehow anecdotes of the condemned cell 
will find their way into print. We have full 
evidenee-of this. For ingtance, we gather th 
subjoined glad tidings from the newspapers : 

‘In the course of some conversation she (MartHa 
Browninc) had with the chaplain, she has expressed 
an opinion that the spectacle of her being publicly 
executed would be ealculated to have the effect of 





| had been themselves spectators of executions !’ 





Monday week! How cunningly, too, were the 


preventing others from committing a similar crime, 
and there is very little doubt she will meet her dread- 
ful fate with the utmost firmness.’ 


Now, did the Reverend Mr. Davis himself 
furnish our brethren with this intelligence? On 
the other hand, did the enlightened ~chaplain— 
the mouth-piece ofmercey, as the preacher of the 
New Testament—did he himself first suggest 
such an opinion to the culprit, to be afterwards 
blazoned as her own penitent conviction! We 
more than suspect this of Mr. Davis; and for 
this shrewd reason: we well remember his fu- 
neral discourse to Hocker; in which the chap- 
lain took it upon himself to answer the opponents 
of legal man-slaying, by dilating on the great 
moral example afforded by public hanging; it 
was so awful, so tremendous a lesson to the de- 
praved and thoughtless.* And can this really 
and truly be the solemn conviction of Mr. Davis, 
minister of the Gospel? And if it be, we ask 
of the man,is he blind—is he deaf? Has he 
no perception? What—in the acting of his 
dreadful functions, when he issues from Newgate 
door, what does he see—what hear? Does he 
behold an awe-stricken multitude; a mass of ashy 
human faces, smitten with terror—eyes flowing 
with tears, lips moving with prayer against temp- 
tation? Does he listen to a low yet fervent 
murmur ofdevotion? No—no. He sees around 
him horrid looks—-cannibal eves, whetted with 
a foul appetite, nurtured by the gallows. And 
he hears a cry of ‘Hats off!’ that the public 
killing of a man or woman may be as fairly seen 
by all, as by the expectant gazers of an opening 
pantomime. And yet with these sights and 
sounds—things, we should think, apt to disturb 
the rest of holy men—with these horrors aeted 
about him, Mr. Davis translates hanging into a 
moralexample. The dreadful, curious looks of 
the Old Bailey, are the looks of penitence—and 
the savage oaths of blasphemy are muttered 
prayers. 

But to return to the double horror of Monday 





* In 4 Plea for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, 
by the Rev. Mr. Pyne, of Hook, Surrey, he states, on 
the authority of the Rev. Mr. Rosents, that in one in- 
stance it wasproved that ‘out of 167 criminals, 164 
Yet 
the Ordinary of Newgate argues for the benefit of 
hanging, as though is were to the Ordinary a dear and 
‘vested interest.’ 





previous Sunday? Let the Globe answer ; 

* During the whole of the day, a vast number of idle 

and dissolute girls and boys continued loitering in 
front of the prison, uttering the most disgusting and 
ribald jests.’ "| 
«Hanging, however, imparts advantages to) 
some people ; namely, to the householders of the 
Old Bailey ; for on the Sunday evening— 
“If any respectable person was passing, his ears 
wére assailéd with the following questions by the per- 
¥ons above noticed :—** Do you want a room, sir? A 
fine,view of the seene, sir. You can have every ac- 
eommodation and plenty of refreshment already pro- 
vided ; a good fire, sir, so that you will not feel the 
cold,’’’ 

And so pass the night with brandy and cigars, 
awaiting the advent of the great moral teacher, 
hangman Catcnart.. Atan early hour the mob 
assembled, and according to the papers, brawled 
and fought. 

The killing at the Old Bailey perpetrated, the 
Chronicle tells us— 
= ‘Soonafter the great bulk of the crowd began to 
disperse, a great portion of whom, we regret to say, 
proceeded with great speed to the next sad seene of 
action at Horsemonger-lane.’ 

And thus had the benefit of adwo-fold moral 

esson; a lesson whose efficaty was shown in 
fights at the gallows’ foot, and was most im- 
pressively declared by the subjoined paragraph 
in the same copy of the Times that narrated the 
two acted moralities. 

‘GuitpHAtit.—-Jounw Aspury and Henry Ler, 
two lads, were committed to Bridewell fora month, for 
attempting to pick pockets at the exection in the Old 
Bailey.’ 

What says the Reverend Ordinary to this? | Is 
it not clearthat the Old Bailey gallows is too 
often the half-way post to Bridewell—the seeing 
a Newgate exhibition merely preparatory to an 
abiding in Newgate walls? 

And now, a final word to Mr. Davis. We 
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nner 3 Evirors—The advocates of the abo- 
lition of the death-penalty ver operly assert 
that the old text of « Whoo. “man's 
blood,’ &c., if it is to be taken astheir ¢ 
maintain, proves too much, since if inte 
biterally itincludes those whotake ‘life by aces. 
dent, or in the heat of sudden. —pe 
whom no Tae ea ae 
The of the Smeg this 
ma, insist that they have a to ¢ the 
text as if written ‘ Wheso with malice, and pre- 
meditation sheddeth, &¢. This inte: 
minds me of one which St. Anenes 
serve his purpose. in pine ff e prop 
burning heretics. Itis quotedin the Christian 
Disciple for February 1816: *Thou shalt not 
kill orthodox believers, but this command does ‘net 
protect the heretic.’ Doubtless St. Augustine 
could dilate as learnedly as. some modern di 
on the necessity of interpreting texts 














to commior sense, meen his own sense; 2 
you see how in all ages a bad cause drives 
to the same evasions. as 
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A MOTHER'S LOVE. © . ..... 


Among the ‘lofty deeds, and daring’ high?" 
which stamped the aati years of our coun- 
try as its heroic age, I well remember 
ing a thrilling incident that occurred ‘in 
State of Vermont,—an incident which I have 
often called to mind, as an admirable il- 
lustration of the gigantic powér of a mother’s 
love, when summoned to Mect 2 terrible emer- 
gency. A family consisting of the parents and 
eleven children, whose place of residence was a 
distant outpost, were one day surprised ‘by ‘the 
fierce warwhoop of a party of I 8; and ere 
escape could be effected, the murderous ‘tonia- 
haw 
fenceless household, and _ bathed in the 








doubt not that he, and every other Jail Chaplain 
appointed to preach love and mercy to the cul- 
prit while the law waits to kill him, do consci- 
entiously fulfil their duties; we make no ques- 
tion that they can reconcile together the fune- 
tion of a minister of the Gospel, who preaches 
forgiveness, with the duty of the heathen priest 
who assisted at the slaying of the victim: We 
cannor. To hear the peaceful words of the Re- 
deemer breathed in the ear of a man about to be 
strangled, is, to our mind, to listen to a most aw- 
ful State hypocricy—a most apalling mockery of 
the greatest attribute of Jesus. We speak as 
the ignorant laity; but we speak our honest 
thinking. According to our view of Christiani- 





blood of the father. The chi | were then 
secured as captives, and the victorious baad-were 
then on their way to their forest homes, leaving 
the afflicted mother behind as not worth the trou- 
ble of taking. But her affections were tooc 
twined around all that was dear to her,. to 
fer them to be thus snapped in a moment; 
though somewhat advanced in years, she deter- 
mined to reseue her children from the cruel fate’ 
awaiting them, or share herself their ‘tortares 
and their death. She followed the Indian ‘frail 
as they disappeared in the woods ; and when’ at 
length they encamped on the banks of °° river, 
she breasted its troulLled waves, and st ‘ 
before her enemies, begged that ong little child 





ty, it ought to be as difficult in a Christian State 
to find a Christian Clergyman to assist at .the de- 
privation of human life, as, thanks to the humane 
instincts of the common mass, it seems difficult 
to obtain a wretched mercenary to do the killing. 
Is it'to expect too much, to oa that some day 
the chaplain of the Jails will vindicate their 
Christianity ; and, as one man, petition Parlia- 
ment against death-punishment? We throw out | 
this suggestion to Mr. Davis; let Newgate be-| 
gin the work. Let the ehaplaias learn the : les: | 
son set them by the excellent Lonp Nucenr at | 
Aylesbury, and show with him, that even the 
Bible, which is now made their great argument 
for the hangman, does not, truly translated, com- 
mand man-slaying. We say again, let the Jail 
Chaplains, with one accord, lift their voices in 
solemn condemaation of the barbarous, the igno- 
rant practice of judicial man-killing; nor will 
their appeal to the wisdom of Parliament. be less 
benevolent, less Christian-like, if assisted by the 
dulcet accents of, here and there, « bishop, 

Still, have we this comfort : whether the men 
of God assist the goodly work or no, the gallows 
is doomed, is crambliiig, and must down—over- 
thrown by no greater instruments thana few 








goose-quills. 


she hed borne away the /ast of ‘her 
charge, and placed him safe on the 
5 e. 


tense—what risk so daring, 
vincible ardor to repress the g springs 

her affection, when.a beloved child iste be seved 
from disgrace, or rescued from suffering? Weil 
did one, who knew what was in the heart.of 


woman, exclaim, 


might be spered her. ‘Lhe Indians gavevit techer, 
in derision, for the sake of witnessing her streg- 
gles in conveying ihe burden over the wide and, 
rapid stream, Joyfully the. mether took :the re- 
covered child, and buffetted the waves, till her 
precious burden was safely placed ae the 
site shore. But the yearnings of her s 
heart was not thus easily to be satisfied. Agai 
she crossed the Stream, and again sued for a 
one; and for the same | her prayer was 
granted. And thus this heroie mother s 
and buffetted with the waves time after time, til! 
preci ous 


Pi 
And what will nota mother’s Jove-secomplish ? 
What task is so severe—what suffering so in- 
as to defy herin- 
‘ees. of 












’ There is none, 
in all this cold and hollow world, no fount —_ 
Of deep, strong, deathless love, save that within 
A mother’s heart.’ alas 


was brandished over the heads ofthe de- . 
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tar 2 it ¢ mn be secured consistently 
with justice and the good of society, is to do good to 
the i N 

Many sympathise with and aid those, who suffer 
from misfortune ; while but few sympathise with and 
aid those, who suffer from crime. While we con- 
demn his errors and sins, we pity the eriminal, and 
desire on Gospel principles to refornf and to save 
him. It is upon this field of benevolent labor, which 
is almost unoccupied, that we are endeavoring to en- 
ter. And we wish to say particularly, that it is not 
a field of labor, which is secterian. Our cause is not 
the cause of a party, but the cause of man. And we 
invite to our aid all persons of all denominations, 
who have a heart to feel and to labor for their fallen 
brethren. The Savior came, not'tg call ‘the right- 
eous bat sinners to repentance.’ 

And in accordance with these views, we desire to 
add, that we do not desire our paper tobe the vehicle 
of harshly expressed assertions even if they are true, 
of unkind insinaations even against those who differ 
from us in opinion, or of any portion of that spirit 
which elaims ‘ an eye for an eye, anda tooth for a 
tooth.” On the coutrary, we earnestly desire, that 
the Prisoner’s Friend may be characterized by the 
spirit of the Savior, who loved his enemies, and who 
requires us to ‘ do good to them that hate us, and to 
pray for them that despitefuily use us.’ 

And we desire to say rr and affectionate- 
ly to all our , that they will please us 
much, and as we think, will benefit the cause much, 
by a strict adherence to our views in these particu- 
lars. | EDITORS. 


ewes 


(CPA Request. Officers of State, Inspectors or 
Wardens of Penitentiaries, Keepers of Jails, Super- 
intendentsof Insane A’sylums, Police Magistrates, 
and others who may have documents relating to pri- 
son discipline, insanity, pauperism, &c., will confer 
a great favor on us by forwarding copies of their re- 
spective publications. Ali such favors will be grate- 
fally acknowledged and cheerfully reciproeated. 
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, AS EXAMINED BY REASON 
AND EXPERIENCE. 


BY PROF. T. C. UPHAM, BRUNSWICK, ME. 
No. I. 


[The Manual of Peace, which contains the articles 
of Prof. Upham’on Capital Punishment was publish- 
ed in 1836. The portion of the work, which relates 
to the Evils and Remedies of war, has been stereotyp- 
ed and republished by the American Peace Society. 
Another portion, that which relates to a Congress of 
Nations,'has been re-printed by the same Society, 
among their Prize Essays on a Congress of Nations. 
As'these republications diminish the probability of a 
republication of the origiual work, the Manual of 
Peace, we propose to republish a part, at least, of 
that portion which relates to Capital Punishment ; 
doing it with the consent of the author, and with the 
expeciation of some additions to the original articles 
from bim.] 

I proceed now to remark.on the subject of Capital 
Punishment, as viewed in the light. of Reason and 
Experience. And in order to'render the discussion 
as simple as possible, L will concede something to 
our opponents, and will take it for granted that Soci- 
ety has the right of punishing capitally, provided that 
it is necessary for the support of Society and 
really does any good, which could not be secured 
some other way. Accordingly our present object is 
to show that the results of capital punishment prac- 
tically considered, are not such as to justify its in- 
fliction. ‘In doing this, it is propet to state the ends 
or objects of punishment. The four great objects or 

ends of punishment are generally supposed to be the 
following :—(1) teparation for injury done,—(2) the 
reformation. and the good of the offender himself,— 
(3) the direct protection of society against future at- 
tacks by the same individual,—({4) the benefit of the ex- 
ample on other evil disposed persons.—Let us aceord- 
ingly’ examine Capital Punishment, in connection 
with these great objects or ends. 

In: the first place, we cannot reasonably suppose, 
that’ the punishment of death is inflicted on the 
ground of Reparation, in any strict and proper sense 
of this term. In cases of loss of property and ‘mere 
injury of person, such as theft, house-breaking, as- 
sault, highway robbery, maiming; arson, and the 
like, it certainly would not be easy to perceive, how 
@ reparation cofitects itself with a punishmeny in- 
volving death. Furthermore the infliction. of the 


Rihgli’Of death, oven in ensen at wieder, 18 96 be done, unless we ean find a specific and cléar_war- | 
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0 repatation. It does not restore the 
killed to life; nor does it do him any 
-affect him in any way whatever. On the 
contrary, it takes away the opportunity and means 
of that indirect reparation {which might otherwise 
have been made, either to the J person's 
family, or to the State of which he isa member.— 
| We do not deny, that the taking of the life of the 
criminal may, in some instances, minister to the re- 
vengeful feelings of those, who survive; but this is 
not, in propriety of speech, a re jon; it is cer- 
tainly not that species of reparation, which writers 
on this subject commonly had in view, when they 
use the term. And besides this would be an object, 
which enlightened reason, as well as the Gospel, con- 
demns ; which is never openly avowed as the object 
of public punishment; and which the judicious t 


enlightened legislator certainly would not appro 
We fee! no hesitancy, therefore, in saying that cafi- 
tal punishments cannot stand on this basis. 


II.—The second object mentioned is the reforma- 
tion and good of the offender. This is a great object 
undoubtedly ; one which the best interests of society 
require us to pursue, and which has the advantage of 
being approved by enlightened reason, at the same 
time that it is accordant with the benevolent spirit of 
the New Testament. There is reason to believe, 
however, that the importance of this great object is 
not estimated so highly as it ought to be. It must 
be admitted, that men have but little of the spirit, in- 
volved in the declaration of the Savior, ‘Z came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’ They 
are more selfish and less benevolent than they shoufd 
be; but this does not alter their duty, nor the nature 
and reason of things. The government of a country, 
if we have any correct view of its true nature, stands 


dren. Notice and reason alike establish this analo- 
gy; and from this analogy, which exists between pa- 
rental and civil government, it would not be difficult 
to deduce principles of civil authority and discipline, 
accordant with those, which the Gospel itself furnish- 
es. Ifa child commits an offence, even one of the 
most aggravated nature, does the father put him to 
death,—does he smite him to death with an axe,—or 
does he rather seek by every means in his power to 
reform him? There can be but one answer to such 
a question. Civil government, therefore, if there is 
truly an analogy between civil and parental governe 
ment, should pursue the same course. 
seek to recover &nd reform, and not to cast off and d 





stroy. But on the plan of Capital Punishment, this 
great object is necessarily defeated. When a man 
is dead, there is certainly no power in his tellow men 
to reform-him or to benefit him in any way. On the 
contrary by putting him to death, they have not only 
cut him off from Society, bat have perhaps done all 
in their power to prevent his making a suitable pre- 
paration to appear in the presence of his Creator.— 
Capital Panishments, therefore, find no support here 
also. 

Ilf.—That the third object mentioned, viz: the 
protection of society in future against the same indi- 
vidual, can be secured by means of capital punish- 
ment, is readily admitted. It is certainly easy to 
see, that when ‘a man’s dead, he can no longer do 
hurt in hisown person. But this object can be se- 
cured, to the genera] satisfaction of the community, 
by shutting the offender up in prison. The public 
do not demand, that criminals should be put to death, 
because there is no possibility of otherwise prevent- 
ing future attacks; they feel that the legislature can 
give them ample security in that matter in other 
ways. Capital Punishment, therefore, finds no sup- 
port here, so long as we have the materials for erect- 
ing around the criminal a circumvallation of iron 
and granite sufficient to confine him. We are able 
to do this; and in doing this, are able to secure at 
once all the great objects, for which punishments 
are institated. By keeping the criminal in prison 
and at Jabor, although, if murder be his crime, he 
can make no reparation to the murdered person, he 
can certainly make some reparation to the State and 
to his family for the loss they have sustained at. ‘his 
hands. We may also consult the good of the offends 
er, if we punish him by confinement, in prison, not 
only by the remedial effect of the imprisonment it- 
self, but also by giving him religious instructions, 
and offording him an opportunity for reflection and 
repentance. The. punishment, furthermore, is con- 
sidered by the community a’great one, and the ex- 
ample of it is admitted to be impressive and in a 
high degree efficacious. And besides, if the prisoner 
is wrongfully condemned, as is sometimes the case, 
there is an opportunity ofsubsequently rectifying the 
unjust judgment, which cannot be done, if he be put 
to death. And whatis no small consideration,. we 
may inflict this punishment in such a way as to be 
fully in accordance with the spirit of the Gospel.— 
The taking of human life, the sundering of soul and 
body, deliberately and on setpurpose, so far from be- 
ing accordant with the benevolence of the Gospel, is 
abhorrent tothe feelings of humanity. There is 
something within us, which tells us it ought-notto 





in reference to the citizens, in Leco Parentis. The | 
government is the father; the citizens are the chil- | 
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rant for it frou Him, who is the author of life. But 
whatever may te true of the temporary regulations of 


-such warrant in that purer; more permanent, and 
more perfect system, which is contained in the lVew 
Testament. On the contrary, the whole spiric of the 
New Testament seems to be adverse to taking life.— 
I maintain, therefore, that the protection of society 
can be secured as well, and that the other great ob- 
jects of punishment can be secured better by impri- 
sonment, than by death. AndI believe that reflect- 
ing men will generally fall in with this view, except- 
ing in one particular, to which I propose to give a 
lintle further attention in my next communication. 
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Report of the Massachusetts Legislature on 
_ Capital Punishment. 





We are glad at last to receive the above report.— 
We are pleased with its tone and spirit. 

Afier stating the opinions of Gov. Everett, Gov. 
Morton and Hon. James. T. Austin, the committee 
refer to the various sources of information now on 
the general subject :— 5 


‘ The results of the attention which has been given 
of late to the subject of crime and its punishment, 
are within the reach of all. Those who desire in- 
formation may read with advantage the reports 
which have been made on the subject by various 
committees to the Senate, or to the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in this Commonwealth, during the ten 
years last past:—to these may be added the argu- 
ment of the Rey. George B. Cheever upon Capital 
Punishment,—the report of a select committee of the 
Legislature of New York, in eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, commonly referred to as Mr. O'Sullivan’s 
Report, the work of Mr. Charles Spear, entitled, 
“ Essays on the Punishment of Death,” and an elab- 
orate article in the North American Review for Jan- 
uary, 1846. In these various publications, the sub- 
| ject may be said to have been exhausted; and, in- 
| stead of a labored document, containing facts, as 
familiar as household words—atguments presented, 
| it may be, for the hundredth time, and for the hun- 
| dredth time, it may be, in the opinion of some, re- 
futed, the Committee, believing that thereby their da- 








been acceptably performed, and availing themselves 
of the labors of others, beg leave to refer at once, 
and directly, to these sources of information.’ 


The Committee then fully coincide in the Gover- 
nor’s recommendation. 
‘ The Committee are of opinion that the suggestion 


ecommending that the existing law be amended in 
conformity thereto. To this extent they believe this 
Commonwealth ought to advance; beyond this limit 
they do not, in the present state of public sentiment, 
think it would be wise to proceed.’ 


The Committee give some very interesting facts in 
regard to the four capital crimes in our State, and 
the punishment for similar offences in the States of 
the Union. We give the facets in regard to Rape :— 


‘ Rape.—Rape is at present a capital crime in the 
following States :— 
Massachusetts, Delaware, North Carolina, South 


ing the only one of the New England Staies when a 
person convicted of this crime, is punished capitally. In 
Maryland, rape is punished by death or by imprison- 
ment, at the discretion of the court. 

In the following States, Capital Punishment for 
this crime has never existed, or has been abol- 
ished :— 

Maine. New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri. 

The punishment for rape in several of the States, 
is believed to be as follows :— 

In Maine, New Hampshire and Connecticut, im- 
prisonment for life. 


ment and a fine. 

In Rhode [sland, New York, Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Missouri, the minimum 
is ten years imprisonment. In New Jersey, from 
six months to fifteen years. In Pennsylvania, from 
two years to twelve years. Illinois, from one year 
to imprisonment for life. Ohio, from three years to 
twenty years. 

Rape is no longer a capital offence in England. 

, Of sixty-one executions, being the whole number 
in this Commonwealth, and under the laws thereof, 
for all crimes from 1780 to 1846, six were for the 
crime of rape, and two individuals convicted"of the 
crime were either pardoned or had their punishment 
commuted. 

From June 1, 1832, to January 1, 1843, thére 
were, in this Commonwealth, nine trials for rape; 
and of these, not one resulted in a capital convie- 
tion,’ 

The Committee after giving some very just views 
of the object of all punishment, conclude as fol- 
lows :— 


‘Tf, after giving the subject all the consideration 
it deserves, it shall be found that the law, as it now 
exists, in regard to the offences punishable with 
death, cannot be altered so as tocarry out the idea of 
the reformation of the offender, and at the same time 
adequately to provide for the security of society, then 
let the law stand ; and if witnesses and jurors will 





| While, in the opinion of the Committee, the law, if 
right, ought not to be relaxed, in order to meet this 





the Old Testument, we are unable to discover any: 


ty, in this respect, at least, will be deemed to have | 


of His Excellency, as to the division of the erime of | 
It should | murder into degrees, is a wise one, and they unite in 


Carolina, Louisiana and Arkansas ; Massachusetts be- | 


In Vermont, the maximum is ten years imprison- | 


disregard their oaths, on them be the responsibility. 


Fe en 
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state of things, the fact that-there is this reluctance 
on the part of jurors and Witnesses, is one that may 
properly be considered by legislators in settling the 
question as to the wisdom of the law, 

~ Is it true that there is this reluctance; and if so, 
is it of Jong standing or of recent origin ? - . 

Does it exist to such an extent as materially to 
interfere with the operation of the law ? 

Is there reason to think, that as people become 
more enlightened it will increase or diminish ? 

Is it the result of a morbid sensitiveness—of a 
general impatience of restraint—a radical spirit in 
the community, subversive of Jaw and order, or does 
it spring from the recognition of man, however fall- 
en, as a part of-God’s great family,—from that uni- 
versal love which our holy religion inculeates, and 
from the obligation to exercise which, we can never 
desire to eseape ?’ 

* * 7 «& * * * 

‘Tt bas been occasionally hinted, that persons, who 
favor a reduction in number of the crimes made pun- 
ishable by death, weaken the arm of government, and 
would gladly dispense with all law. But it seems 
to the Committee, that they rather are liable to the 
charge, who insist on retaining im the statute book 
rules which are not enforced; penalties on pareh- 
ment, with all the forms of enactment, but with none 
of the efficacy of law. 

Having considered the various matters referred to 
them, the Committee have arrived at certain results 
which may be briefly stated as follows: 

In this Commonwealth, there exist four crimes 
punishable with death. 
murder, the Committee (whatever may be the pri- 
vate opinion of any of their number,) do not believe 
the community are prepared for any greater change 
than that recommended by His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor. There are those, and they constitute a large 
part of the people of the State, who believe, that as 
to this crime, Jehovah himself hath fixed the penalty, 
and that toabate an iota of its severity, is to violate 
a law of the Most High. 

Then there are others, who, regarding the subject, 
as they say, practically, believe death and nothing 
short of death, to be the proper punishment for this 
crime. They have a law engraved on their con- 
sciences, declaring this to be the penalty for murder. 
They believe the safety of society cannot be secured 
in any other way. 

To these may be added a §third class, consisting of 
persons opposed to all Capital Punishment, who, 
nevertheless, are willing that the reform which they 
| desire, and which they hope to achieve, be effected, 
| * by gradual and progressive steps.’ 
| After giving the whole subject their serious atten- 
| tion, the Committee have come to the conclusion 

before expressed, as to the crime of murder. 
| In regard to the crimes of treason, rape and arson, 
| they recommend that the punishment of death be 
\‘abolished, and that there be substituted therefor im- 
| prisonment in the State Prison for life. 

The Committee have also, in obedience to the or- 
der of the thirtieth of January last, considered the 
expediency of reportivg an amendment of the eighth 





article of the second chapter of the Constitution, so ° 


} . 
jas to take from the Governor and Council the power 


| of pardon in certain cases, and they are of opiniot 
that it is, at the present time, inexpedient to report 

; such an amendment. 

| In the further discharge of their duty, the Commit- 
tee respectfully ask leave to report the accompanying 

| bills. 

| FRANCIS 0. WATTS, 
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| Turned into the Street. 


Chairman. 


| A short time since a brother was discharged from 
| the Massachusetts State Prison. He had heen there 
five years, On leaving the Prison four dollars in 
money was given him. He sought and obtained a 
place to board without informing the family that he 
had been in prison. Other boarders were in the 
| house. Learning that he had been in prison, they 
| declared that they would move to another boarding 
house if he was suffered to remain. The poor fel- 
low was turned into the street. Where now could 
he go? Who wouldtake him in? He went down 
to Ann street, and in a miserable dram shop he found 
lodgings by paying a week’s board in advance. He 
now came to our office, and told us his story. We 
endeavored to find employment for him. For some 
| days past we have not seen him. We know not 
what has become of him. We hope he has not gone 
back to crime. If he should see this notice, we 
hope he will call at our office, he may hear some- 
thing that will be of advantage to him. 





te i a i a i i ewe ~ 


Canat Boys.—A meeting has recently been held 
at Rochester, in reference to the boys that are em- 
ployed in the canal boats. The Rev. Mr. Stillman, 
the seaman’s chaplain, stated that it is estimated that 
seven thousand boys are employed in these boats.— 
In the course of his investigation he found some em- 
ployed as drivers of five years of age, and in one in- 
stance, the boat was altogether under the control of 
boys, the oldest of whom was but sixteen. The 
Rev. Dr. Adams, of Syracuse, mentioned a case of a 

boy obliged to drive al! night after he had fallen into 
the canal, thus turned adrift when sick, with only 
half a dollar of ten dollars due him, in an incipient 
consumption. He was trying to earn something for 
a sick father. He sleeps at the Syracuse grave- 
yard.— N. Y. Commercial. 





¥ 


Errect or Irriration.—Mrs. Holland, who kept 
a boarding-house at the corner of Girod and Baronne 
street, had occasion to find fault with a young lad 
in her employment a short time since. Her irrita- 
tion caused a sudden rush of blood to the head, and 
in a short time she was seized with apoplexy, and 
died.— N. O. Delta. 





In regard to the crime of 
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BSA Fe auniaiaanaadaahansidianennaaaaaaaltie 
at 





on 


a 








—_—- 





; 





OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


We present below some of the many kind editorial 
notices Which have appeared in various papers of 
our humble sheet, and of our feeble labors in behalf 
of our fellow-men. Feeble in body and poor in purse, 
we have been able to accomplish but litle. Should 
our lives be spared, we hope, however, to do more in 
the future than we have inthe past. Thanks to our 
editorial brethren for their words of encouragement. 


Tue Prisoner’s Frienp.—This is the new and 
much improved name of a paper hitherto called 
‘ The Hangman,’ aad edited by Charles and John M. 
Spear. To speak plainly and from the heart, it is 
one of the best papersin the country. Not one of 
the ablest in the way of genius and intellectual pow- 
er,—but one of the best in its purity of spirit and 
adaptedness to its work. 

The Prisoner’s Friend, is a name which appeals at 
once to the kindliest. sympathies of every human 
heart. It repels no one, but leaves on every mind 
the pleasantest impression. The Prisoner’s Friend! 
The name is associated with the holiest memories of 
our race. It callsto mind the names of Christ and 
his early associates, alsoof Oberlin, of Howard, of 
Fry, of Wilberforce, of Tuckerman, (not to mention 
any who are living) and is better suited to the pro- 
posed end than any other which could be chosen. 

I hope the paper will have a large circulation 
throughout the country, and recommend it particu- 
tarly to the readers of the Pioneer as one of the best 
advocates of genuine Christianity in the country.— 
Lynn Pioneer. 


Prisoner’s Frienp.—The title of ‘ The Hangman,’ 
has judiciously given place to that of the * Prisoner’s 
Friend,’ the object of the paper being not merely the 
abolition of capital punishment, but the improvement 
of prison discipline. The scriptural motto chosen 
for it is exceedingly apposite :—‘ Let the sighing of 
the prisoner come before thee.—According to the 
greatness of thy power, preserve thou those that are 
appointed to die.’ The names of Prof. T. C. Upham, 
Robt. Rantoul, Jr., and J. A. Andrew, Esq., are an- 
nounced as among the contributors to its pages. Its 
editors and proprietors, Charles Spear, and John M. 
Spear, are excellent men, deeply imbrued with the 
spirit of universal philanthropy, and worthy of all 
needful aid. A new volume has just commenced— 
more subscribers are necessary to ensure it a living 
support—and, therefore, the present is just the time 
to subseribe.—Liderator. 


Prisoner's Frrenp.—This is the new title assum- 
ed by the paper lately published under the name of 
‘The Hangman.’ lt is edited now, as formerly, by 
Revs. Charles and John M. Spear, both devoted and 
self-sacrificing friends of the Reform in which they 
areenlisted. We are glad they have discarded the 
uncouth and barbarous name of ‘ Hangmafil’ for one 
which better accords with the spirit and object of 
their paper; but we could wish that a plain head 
‘were substitated for the execrable wooed-engraving 
which disfigures its otherwise fair page. That, how- 
ever, iscomparatively a small matter, and we cer- 
tainly desire for the paper a degree of success com- 
mensurate with the importance of the object to which 
it is devoted. Published weekly at 40 Cornhill, Bos- 
ton, for $1 per annum.—New York Tribune. 


‘Tue Prisoner’s Frienp.—Bfs. John M. and 
Charles Spear have commenced the second volume 
of their paper, which has been called ‘ The Hang- 
man, under the more symphonious and appropriate 
cognomen of ‘ The Prisoner’s Friend.’ They have 
got upa beautiful head, and the paper presents a 
handsome appearance, Its aim is to hasten the abo- 
lition of the death penalty, and to improve the ar- 
rangement and discipline of our prisons. Every - 
body who is acquainted with the Spears, knows that 
they have a good heart in the work, and are worthy 
of encouragement.—Christian Freeman. 


Prisoner’s Frienp.—We congratulate the friends 
of humanity, and those who are opposed to Capital 
Punishment particularly, that at last the ‘ Hangman,’ 
has becomethe ‘ Prisoner’s Friend,’—the paper we 
mean—not the real Jack Ketch—though we have 
some hopes of him yet. The paper contains besides 
very able articles in behalf of the prisoner, much 
other valuable and instructive reading, and is well 
worth the patronage of all who wish to help along a 
benevolent cause and get their money's worth at the 
same time. The publishers, Messrs. Charles and J. 
M. Spear, areawell known as thorough going Wash- 
ingtonians, and are, in fact, engaged in every reform 
of the day which promises to better the condition of 
their fellow men. They deserve support and en- 
couragement and we cheerfully recommend their 
paper to the patronage of our readers.—New Eng- 
land Washingtonian. 

Tre Prisoner’s Frienp.—Devoted to subjects of 
Criminals, Prisons, Punishments and Reforms. C. 
& J. M. Spear, 40 Cornhill, Boston, Massachusetts. 
‘The Hangman’ is no more, and in his stead has 
arisen the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend.’ We wish this fact 
could be extended in its meaning, to signify only 
what has taken place in reference to Brs. Spear’s pa- 
pers, but society and the State. Blessed will that 
age be when the Hangman shall give place every 
where tothe Prisoner’s Friend ! 

‘ The Prisoner’s Friend’ is published at one dollar 
per year ; subscriptions are received for three or six 
monihs at the same rate. It is handsomely printed, 
and is conducted with diligence and care. We com- 
mend it to all interested in the good of humanity.— 

Ladies’ Repository. 


Tue Prisoner’s Frienp.—We are happy to greet 
Br. Spear's excellent paper, formerly called the 
‘Hangman,’ under its new name. Br. Spear is 
doing a good work—a work for which posterity 
shall bless him. The sabject of Capital Punishment 
is attracting a good deal of attention at the present 
time. We intend to publish in the Star, a series of 
articles on the subject, as soon as our leisure will 
permit us to write them.—-Star of Bethlehem. 

D. H. J. 














Donations for our New Office.. 


Since our last publication we have received the 
following names and pledges. We now lack about 
$75,00 to make up the requisite amount : 


Timothy A. Smith, Annisquam, 1,00 
Rev. J. A. Bartlett, - 1,00 
Asa Woodbury, ’ 1,00 
George Norwood, ° 1,00 
John Pierce, ” 2,00 
David Day, ” 1,00 
E. W. Chard, o 1,00 
E. G. Smith, we 25 
Collection at Beverly, 3,50 
Stephens Baker, “ 1,00 
Wm. Endicot, * 1,00 
B. H. Green, Boston, 1,00 
Uriah Ritchie, _ 2,00 
Rev. S. Streeter, ¥ ,50 
Dennis Bigelow, Xs ,25 
Friends at Rev. Mr. Street- 

er’s Vestry, - 1,55 
Mrs. Jameson, » 4,00 
A Friend, “ 325 
A Friend, “ 2,00 
Dr. J. F. Flagg, « 2,00 
E. B. Chase, - 2,00 
George Bemis, Esq., us 1,00 
Joseph Congdon, N. Bedford, 2,00 
Jonathan Buffum, Lynn, 1,00 

PLEDGED— 

Wendell Phillips, Boston, 10,00 
B. H. Green, = 1,00 
A Friend, ee 5,00 
Henry Chapman, “ 10,00 


LP PAP PA ADALAAE ee 

DiscHarcep Conviers.—We rejoice to learn that 
our efforts for Discharged Convicts has met with the 
approbation of the friends of our common. cause.— 
We suppose our plans are not generally known.— 
We hope in a few days to publish the Essays which 
have appeared from time to time in our paper on the 
subject. We have never seen more interest awakened 
than at the present time. As soon as we obtain the 
amount necessary, weshall open an office for the 
criminal where, on leaving prison, he may call and 
learn where employment can be obtained. Already 
have we found places for them to some extent. Be- 
yond all this we hope, some day to see a ‘/emporary 
home provided for thisclass. Of liale avail are the 
resolutions formed in prison, if they are put to flight 
the moment he leaves by temptations thrown around 
him under every disguise. If we have ready for him 
a home to which we can bid him welcome, it may 
be the means of making him a blessing to society. 
We want to throw around him pleasant associations, 
cheerful and happy influences, that he may not des- 
pair of again becoming useful to the world. We 
would awaken in his soul the innocence of child- 
hood swe would by kindly influences bring him to 
repentanee, thus leading him once more into the 
paths of virtue. We feel that much can be done,— 
Shall we have the aid of the friends of humanity ? 
Already have we heard the approving voice of some. 
We believe there are other hearts that beat in unison 
with ours on the great subject of the Reformation of 
the criminal. We want to see a united effort.— 
To this end we propose the formation of a society 
among the females of our city. We believe they can 
do much. We hope to hear from some of our female 


correspondents on the subject. Cy 8 





Barnstable and Nantucket. 


Cuarves B. Stearns is now traveling these Coun- 
ties to obtain subscribers and donations in aid of the 
Prisoner’s Friend. Mr. Stearns is deeply interest- 
ed in ourcause. We doubt not that our namerous 
friends in these Coanties will cheerfully aid him in 
his hamane labors. 

We desire also to open an office for discharged con- 
victs. Mr. Stearns will explain the objects we have 
in view. Donations for this purpose will be cheer- 
fully received. 

VARIETY, 


A gentleman accustomed to the signature of the 
firm to which he was partner, having to sign a 
baptismal register of one of his children, entered it 
as the son of Smith, Jones §& Co. 


‘Pompey,’ said a good natured gentleman to bis 
colored man, ‘I did not know till to day that you 
had been whipped last week.’ 

*Did’nt you, massa ?’ replied Pomp, ‘why I knew 
it in the very time of it.’ 


Resrire —Hunter Hill, who is under sentence of 
death in Virginia for murder, (his arrest took place 
in this city,) has been respited until the 7th Febru- 
ary, 1847. It is believed that his life is to be spared, 
and that his punishment shall be imprisonment. 


The Irish board of education are about to build 
thirty-two model schools, for training teachers, in the 
several counties of Ireland. 

Tue Puinosopner anp tHE Rvustic.—Anthony 
Collins, who has generally been considered a free- 
thinker, one day meta plain countryman going to 
church, ‘Where are you going?’ said the philoso- 
pher. ‘To church, sir.’ ‘ What, to do there ?’— 





‘To worship God, sir.’ ‘Pray, is your God or 
little ?” mite is both, sir.’ How! can that be ?— 
“He is sé great that the heaven of nee eee 
contain him, and he isso little that he can dwell in 
my heart.’ Collins afterwards declared, that this 
simple observation of the countryman had more ef- 
feet upon his mind thanall the volumes he had pe- 
rused written by the learned doctors. aE 

"s Vine 


A young woman residing at Mrs. Cooper's 
Inn, West Stockwith, magnet, has been in a Sound 
sleep for no less than six days and nights, and as yet 
there are not the Jeast symptoms of her waking.— 
Numbers of the inhabitants have visited the house 
to see this strange phenomenon. 


A Fish Trar.—The New Haven Register gives 
an account of the latest yankee notion, in shape of 
a fish hook. By avery delicate but ingenious. 
chinery, as soon as a fish attempts to nibble the bait 
on the hook, a second hook comes down and catches 
him in the back of the head, and. he is a ‘gone 


sucker.’ © 
Bt. 
a 





Wanted. 


Ihave now made arrangements, having moved in- 
to a neat, convenient and quiet house, so that I can 
accommaédate a few boarders. My house is No. 30 
London-st., within fifteen minutes walk of Sraté-st., 
and the Worcester, Old Colony, Providence and New 
Bedford Depots. Inquire at the house, or at the 
office of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 Cornhill. 

March 11. JOHN M. SPEAR, 


Boarders 





Business Items. 


The episile received last week from friend Miles, 
of Hubberdston, gave us encouragement to continue 
our labors in behalf of the discharged convict. We 
are now much engagéd in moving into our new of- 
fice. Weshall write him soon. We hope to be able 
to comply with his request. 


Margaret Mann, of E. Fallowfield, Chester Coun- 
ty, Pa., is informed that we have received the ‘money 
which she forwarded as above, and sent the paper 


regularly. We now add to her address, * Young’s- 
burg Post Office.’ We hope her paper will now’ be 
received, 
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Rects, to week ending March 13. 


Yarmouth Port, E. Thacher, $1——Andover, E. 
Green, 1 Rockville, 8. Grant, 50c——Malden, R. 
Ure, 50¢—— Danvers, 8. Ferndld, 76c+— Boston, J. 
M. Haynes, T6e-———Lowell, §, M’Intire, 1,50; 8. 
Lewis, 80c; C. Wittard, 50c—~ Dover, H. Gordon, 1; 


A Whidden, ¥ Forboro, T. Elliot, 256¢-—— Central 
Falls, £. Hill, 1 


Troy, J. Vale, 1——.@gnisquam, 
T. Griffin, 2be; W. W. Chard, 50c ; 4. Woodbury, 
25¢ Beverly, A. Moulton, 75¢; A Burnham, @5c ; 
J. Bell, 1; J. Porter, 50c; T. Runnels, 50c; H. B. 
Whitney, 50c ; A. Wallace, 2d, 50c ; A. Foster, 50c; 
Z. Cole, 50c ; S. Lovett, 1; 4. F. Wales, 26¢, T. Beo- 
den, 25c; J. Trask, 50c ; N. Woodbury, 50c ; R. Curry, 
1; W. Larrabee, 50¢; D. Hildreth,1 ; S. Homans, 2 ; 
B.S. Lunt, 1; J. Porter, jr.,1 Lynn, J. Buffum, 
1 -Prescott, H. D. Meljen, 50c—— Charlestown, 8S. 
C. French; 50c——WNashda, W. T. Parker, 1; A. 
Greely, 1; D. Abbott, 50¢; H. Baldwin, 50c ; W. 
Wetherbee, 50c ; P. Clark, 50c ; H. Ingalls, 50c ; S. D. 
Stanley, 50c; Dr. E. Colburn, 50c¢; B. P. Moore, 1 
ilford, J. Ramsdale, 50c; J. Hutchinson, 50c ; 
M. Hall,1; J. Johnson, 50¢; J. Lancaster, 50c; E. 
Hutchinson, 50c; D. F. Hutchinson,. 50c Wilton, 
Rev. Mr. Whitwell, 1 ; W. Lane, 1 Mason Village, 
J. Scripture, 50¢; _D. Blood, 1\——-Manchester, W. 
Gage, 50c; WN. G. York, 1; O. Lincoln, Lg nda A 
Loughee, 1; J. T. P. Hunt, 50¢; LD. Dakin, 1; Dr. Z 
Colburn, 50c; R. Whitney, 50c; W. Gay, 1—— Can- 
dia, D. F. Clay, 60c ; T. Pritehett,1 ; C. B. Haynes, 
50c Allenstown, A. Evans, 50c ; J. Perkins, 50¢ 
West Deerfield, D. Batchelder, 50e——- Pembroke, W. 
Lamson, 50c ; M. B. Hazelton, 50c Hooksett, J. P. 
Blanchard, 1 ; M. L. Wheeler, 50c Vo. Dunbarion, 
NV. Gutterson, 50c Concord, W. Carr,1; O, Turn- 
er, 1; 7. Colby, 50c ; C. Hill, 60c; J. C. Danforth, 
50c ; J. Abbott, 50c ; N. White, 1; L. Dutton, 1; J. B. 
Wyatt, 1; H. Rice,1; G. Main, 1 ; W. Williams, 50¢; 
P. B. Grant, 50c; 8. 8S. Sweet, 50¢ ; States Prison, 1 

—— Haverhill, W. Eastmany 50c; W. Grover, 50c; 
O. Polly, 50c; 8S. E. Sturtevant, 1\— -Barre, S. W. 

Davis, 50c ; A. M. Pettingill, 50c ; D. Townsend, 50c ; 
R. 8. Howard, 60c ; J. Thompson, 1,25; C. Little, 1; 

A. Johannet, 50c; A. Clafler, 50c-——Glover, A. 

Blanchard, 50c——Montpelier, P. Davis,1; Dr. C.} 
Clark, 4-— East Montpelier, T. Davis, 50¢ ; C, Ste- 
vens, L; C. H. Stevens, 50c Calais, A. Kent, ly A. 

Bliss, 50c——East Randolph, R. Green, 50c——East 

Bethel, S. Paine, 1;A Burnham, 50c ; P, Morey, 50¢ ; 

0. H. Brooks, 50c—— West Bethel, M. March, 1—— 

So. Woodstock, J. S. Parker, 1; J. Lake,i; J. Slay-| 
ton, 1; HL Powers, 1\—-- Woodstock, J. Churchill, 1; 

G. W. Vanduzee,50c; L, WV. Wood, 50¢; Dr: Ham- 

mond, 1; E. King, 1; J. Churchill, 50c.; Spirit of the 

Age, 1\——Hartland, J. W. Larrabee,’ 50c——.No. 

Charlestown, W. B. Clark, 50c; C. Locke, 1—— 

Northfield, O. G. Leonard, 50—— Barnard, B. Clark, 

1; P. Crowell, 1; 4 Wood,1; 8S. R. Streeter, 1; ‘D. 

M. Cheeney, 50c; J. Ellis, 50c; L. Richmond, 1; J. 

Malcott, 1; 4. Lamberton, 60c——Cilaremont, A. Fish- 

er, 1; T. P. Kimball, 1; H. Ober, 1; H. Mason, 25c ; 

B. D. Howe, 50¢; 8S. Davis, 1; C. Williams, 50c—~ 

Brattleboro, Rev. Mr. Wiilis,1; J. P. Belknap, 1 ; 

Lr. R. Spaulding, 1; A, Symonds, 50c; G. B. Sarr 

gent, 1; S, EK. Stoddard, 50c; H. Burnham, b; Ss 

Morse, 50c; Mrs. L. Higginson, 1; B. Ranger, 50¢ 

West Brattleboro, A. Goodenough, 50c ; Rev. 8, Ballou, 

50c—— Williamsville, Rev. O. Warren, 50c Con- 

tributions for the paper, Rev. Mr. Sargent,’ Barnard, 

Vt.1; Dr. Hammond, Woodstock, 25c; A Friend, 

Bethel, 50c ; Concord, NV. H., 95. 
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_ Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §¢.- 


‘ Appwsow Davis, of Lynn, eture on Capital 


. 


Punishment in the foll — - 

Northampton, Wednesday. & Thursday, } 18 & 19 
Spencer, Satorday — a ee ae 
Leicester, — ounlerov!! 18 Van Oey 22 


all the necessary arrangements are ma 


lectures. tins ode | W MAP ons D 
Great Anti-Slavery Convention, — 
ars ds € ane : eee 
There will be a Count tion of the Friends of 
the slave held in Nevietede ing on Friday 
the 20th, and to continue the two bo gtige | It 
is confidently expected that ‘this’ bet test 
and most interesting meeting ever held in ol Co. 
The times are portentous—the slave implores our 
aid. Shall he haveit 2, Let Bk 
shout—He sHALL, HE SHA 
Ample provision will Ve lpade” or 
town. The meeting will ¢ 
o’clock, A. Mo. * - eh nthe sev. Pal 
Wm. L. Garrison, C..L. Remond, Parker, Pillsbury, 
and Loring Moody, will be et igs 
On behalf of the New-Bedford A. 8. Society, 
SOLOMON PENETON, President 
New-Bedford; Mareh Pl, 1846, 05 © © 


Under Sentence of Death! 
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‘For be hath looked down from the height of ‘his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did'the Lox behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those 
that are appointed to death,” .... 4 9) Brnux. 
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VIRGINIA! Huwrer Hixu, for the murder of 
Major Smith; at Norfolk. Respited’ tilf the 7th of 
February, 1847. veers & f , 

ARKANSAS! Marri, for the murder’ of his 
sister-in-law ; time of execution unknown, : 

Henry Moses, a slave, for the murder of Delilia 
Fisher, a free mulatto woman ; to be hung on the 27th 
of March next. : : . 

NEW YORK! Trane, for the mirtde? of John 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 

KENTUCKY! Joun W, Parner, ub Glass, 
for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not 
known. ' 

PENNSYLVANIA! Franets Basn@n, Tonk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To behung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped fro \ Prisomic «cose off 

James M’Carrerty, for the murder, of David 
Hassler. Time of execution, 8th of May, ~~ 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! ANdxew Howa®>, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 29th, 1848) Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846. ose Weeds . 

CONNECTICUT! Anvrew P. Porrer,.for the 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be 
hung July 3d, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Wo. WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging in an insutrection ; time of execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! . Base, pitnte. Now con- 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. , , 


VERMONT ! Evcenre Currrorp, forithe murder 
of his wife and child ; time of execution 


onl fixed. 
The law is now that there shall be fifteen mont etre the 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to bi witheut 
an order from the Executive. Tt 

MAINE! ‘THomas Tuory, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution. not fixed. 

The Jaw is that a criminal! shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA!. Pauuine, the slave; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846.. s i 

Samuet Kenwepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 
pointed. ry S04. £6! 

IOWA! Ww. McCav ey, for the murder of Don 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. . 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; bat im Gonse- 


quence of some informality ja sen 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Cor 


writ of error. » Wwe, s i 
ir Executions are now private in thefollowing St 
Maryland, Ohio 
a) > 


jaud, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ss anRSREREEEREREREREEEERERNEEREE 
MARRIED: 


Virginia. 
In this city, 10th inst.. by Rey. Mr. ? Uer, Mr. 
Samuel L. Buss to Miss Weryarat Baker. Po ) . 
At Staten Island, 8th inst.; Daniel’ Torrenve, Esq., 
of Montreal, to Sophia J. daughter of Cornelius Van- 


derbilt, Esq. 
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DIED: 
In this city, Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Barnard Cooley, 
25. 


March 11, of consumption, Mrs. Rachel, wife of Mr. 
John Street, 32. (Portland and Bath papers please 


copy-) 
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PRISONER'S FRIEND, 








Portry. 

Ce SS San 
! ‘WAITA LATTLR LONGER, 
: S pes time OB i vs . gee 
ge We may not live to see the day, sate. 
/-'Buteaeth shall glisten in the ray 

lop the good time ebitifrig: 

Cannon balls may aid the truth, 

But thought’s a weepon stronger ; 

We'll win our battle by its aid ;— 

Wp A beat om: Sane 


““Poore's a good time co sing, boys, 
‘A good time, eoming 5 
| * ‘The pew stall 









the sword, 
ht; ‘shall be the lord, 






Aime coming. 
Worth, not bisth, shall ryle mankind, 
And be acknowledged stronger ; 
"The propér impulse has been given ; 
Waits yale nohigér. 


294 OTA“A4G » : 
There’s a good time coming, boys, 
—-»- A. good time coming; 
. »,Wari men’s eyes shall be 
Mgmt ai@epaye: oo 
, In the good time coming. 
Nations shall not quarrel then, 
_. (To prove which is,the stronger ; 
Nor slaughter men for glory's sake ;— 
Wait alittle longer.’ 


‘ *s a good time coming, boys, 
Hateful rivalries of creed 
Shall not make their martyrs bleed 
* In the good time coming. 

Religion shall be shorn of pride, 
Aud flourish all the stronger ; 

And Charity shall trim her lamp !— 
Wait a little longer. 


There’s a good time coming, boys, 
A good time coming : 
And a poor man’s family 
Shall not be his misery, 
Every child shall be a help, 
To make his right arm stronger ; 
The happier he, the more he has ;— 
Wait a little longer. 


‘There's a.good time coming, boys, 
A gvod thue cumming : 
Little children shall not toil 
Under, or above, the soil, 
' In the good time coming. 
But shall play in healthful fields, 
» ‘Till limbs and mind grow stronger ; 
And every one shall! read and write ;— 
Wait a little longer. 


There’s a| good time coming, boys, 
_, A good time coming : 
The people shall be temperate, 
And shall love instead of hate, 
In the good time coming. 
They shall use, and not abuse, 
And make all virtue stronger. 
The reformation bas begun ;— 
Wait a litile longer. 


There’s a good time coming, boys, 
A good time coming : 

Let us aid it all we can, 

Every woman, every man, 
The good time coming. 


‘ Smallest helps, if rightly given, 


_ Make the impulse stronger ; 
*T will be strong enough one day ; 
| Wait a little longer. 
Dicken's Daily News. 
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MISCELLANY. 








A LESSON FOR THE THOUGHTFUL. 

We intend as we ‘have opportunity to lay be- 
fore'the readers of the Prisoner's Priend, facts 
showing the power of kindness. We present 
below'some important statements in relation to 
one of our city Schools, once thought to be 
one of the worst Schools in Boston, now be- 
lieved to be one ofstherbest.. We wish to ask 
why prisoners cannot be subdued in the same 
way, and by the use of the same means? We 
verily believe they can? The inhuman practice 
of flogging prisoners, as poor Plumb wes the 
other day at Auburn, we hope will soon be dis- 
continued. Here is the extract : 

The Smith School in Boston, composed ex- 


clusively of colored children, was taught for ma- 
ny years previous to August last, by a man who 





believed it impossible to secure the obedience 
of his Se olars without a constant and vigorous 
‘Usé of the ferrule and other sees appliances,— 
’ to aia ieit) were his works ; he flogged 
ithe children most ughly, on the slightest 
provecation—sometimes with a ferrule, and oc- 
casionally with the bastinado ied to their 
‘backs or feet, according to-his humor, We be- 
lieve it was never doubted ‘that’ he made ‘full 
proof of all the instrumentalities known to the 
Seience of Flogging, forthe purpose of keeping 
-his school in order. Dering the latier portion of 
the period above alluded to, we have understood 
that he mingled his floggings with prayers and 
much pious counsel. But in spite of all these 
means of enforcing obedience the school grew 
‘worse apace; the children appeared to love 
fighting better than ‘study, and were engaged in 
the former quite as often as in the latter, and 
that, too,in the school room! ‘The scholars 
complained of abuse, and the parents besought 
the proper authority for a change of masters.— 
An investigation took place, and, strange to say, 
the teacher did not lack defenders. Christian 
men were not wanting, who declared that with- 
out flogging it would be impossible to govern 
any school, least of all one composed of colored 
children, Like the old woman, who protested 
that to take away her total depravity would be 
to destroy her religion, they contended that to 
put aside the ferrule and the bastinado would be 
sure to bring nothing but chaos. The cruelties 
of the master underwent a whitewashing from 
the Committee of Investigation, and the hearts 
of parents and children were ready to sink with 
despair. They persevered, however, till at 
length the obnoxious teacher was removed. 
Then came up the question who should take 
this School, confessedly the worst in Boston.— 
The place was solicited by a young man, in 
whose heart was an all-pervading faith in the 
power of Kindness to control the wayward and 
the disobedient. So strong was his conviction 
that Good was mightier than Evil, that he sought 
a place in this School, rather than any other, 
becaiise it was universally regarded as the worst 
in the city; and he wished the experiment of 
governing Children by the power of Love to be 
tried under circumstances which would serve to 
make the result as impressive as possible. It 
was in August last that Mr. Ambrose Welling- 
ton, the young man to whom we allude, entered 
the School, as its teacher. NOT ONE OF HIS 
SCHOLARS HAS HE STRUCK A BLOW, 
FROM THAT DAY TO THE PRESENT! 
By those gentle means only which are in strict 
conformity to his grand idea of Moral Influence, 
in distinction from Physical Force, has he sought 
to control the actions of those under his charge. 
And what has been the result? In the first 
place, his kindness won for him the warm affec- 
tion andftonfidence of his Scholars; and, when 
these had been secured, the grand obstacle to the 
complete success of his experiment was remov- 
ed. The fights and brawls, which were common 
under the old system, grew less and less fre- 
quent—Children gradually acquired a better con- 
trol of their passions—till at length a healthy 
sentiment in favor of good order and diligence 
in study, pervaded the’ School. The hardest 
boys were subdued to gentleness, by the for- 
bearance of their Teacher; and won to the path 
of virtuous emulation, by his deep interest in 
their welfare. The change in the aspect of the 
School is said, by these who have witnessed it, 
to be wonderful indeed. 

Thus far we have stated facts as they were 
communicated to us, not long since, in Boston. 
Our attention has just been recalled to the sub- 
ject by a communication in the Boston Atlas, in 
which we find it stated, that the Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the condition of the 
School, since the new Teacher entered upon 
his labors, have just made a report, founded up- 
ona very thorough examination, in which they 
express themselyes most agreeably disappointed 
in its condition. They speak in strong terms of 
satisfaction of the progress of the Scholars, the 
good order of the School, and the kind and pa- 
ternal discipline of the master. The report is 
said to.be from the pen of Rev, Dr. Sharpe, a 
distinguished Baptist Clergyman; and his asso- 
ciates were Rev. E. M. P. Wells, an Episcopa- 
lian, and Rev. Charles Brooks, a Unitarian. 

We hope this example may do much to aid 
the efforts now making in Massachusetts, and 
elsewhere, to abolish the brutal practice of Flog- 
ging in Schools. That the tendency of the prac. 
tice is to degrade both Teacher and Scholar, can 
hardly be doubted by any one who will candidly 
reflect upon the subject; while its utter want 
of adaptation to produce genuine obedience, is a 
sufficient reason why it should be discarded now 
and forever.—N. Y Tribune. 
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According to high authority, says Robert 
Walsh, the only genuine, comprehensive, and in- 
vincible courage, is inseparably connected with 
universal rectitude and religious hope—that is, 
moral courage guided by reason, and philanthro- 
py, and looking to the future as well ‘as the pre- 
sent life. 








From the Boston Courier. 
THE TWO WINDMILLS—A FABLE. 


BY 8. G. GOODRICH, 


Two neighbors living on a hill, 

Had each—and side by side—a mill. 

The one was Jones—a thrifty wight— 
Whose millin every wind went right. 
The storm and tempest vainly speat 
Their rage upon it—round it went ! 

E’en when the summer breeze was light, 
And hence a village saying rose— 

* As sure as Jones’s mill, it goes.’ 


Not so with neighbor Smith’s—close by— 
Full half the time it would not ply— 
Save, only, when the wind was west, 

Still as a post it stood at rest. 

By every tempest it was battered, 

By every thunder-gust *twas shattered 
Through many a rent the rain did filter, 
And, fair or foul, ’twas out ofkilter, 

And thus the saying came at last— 

* Smith’s mill is made for folks that fast.’ 


Now who can read this riddle right ? 

Two mills are standing on a height— 

One whirling brisk whate’er the weather— 
The other idle, weeks together ! 


Come, gentle reader, Jend thine ear, 

And thou that simple truth shall hear : 

And hark ! for here the moral lurks— 

Smith held to faith, and not to works— 

While Jones believed in both,—and so, 

By faith and practice made it go! 

Smith prayed, and straight sent in his bill, 
Expecting Heaven to tend his mill ; 

And grumbled much, whege’er he found 
That wheels ungreased would not go round, 
“Not so with Jones—for though as prayerful, 
To grease his wheels he e’er was careful ; 
And healed with ready stitch each rent, 
That ruthless time or tempest sent— 

And thus, by works, his faith expressed ; 
Good neighbor Jones by Heaven was blessed. 
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The following extract is from a Thanksgiving 
Sermon by Rev. S. Gorr, published in the West- 
ern Luminary : 


* Yes, the past year has witnessed a large in- 
crease of the spirit of philanthropy and reform. 
And while upon this point, we must not fail to 
notice, with grateful hearts, the exertions that 
are being made for the abolition of that relic of 
a barbarous age, the death penalty. Long, long 
have some of our laws been written in blood.— 
Long has the gallows stood in our very midst, a 
disgrace to our State and Nation—a foul blot 
upon our fair name—a bloody stain upem our 
Christian profession! And in consequence of | 
this, many of our fellow beings have been taken 
by the strong arm of the law, and deprived of that 
life which God gave, and which he alone has the 
rightto take away. And not only have the guil- 
ty been thus hurried from time into eternity, but 
what is more deplorable and heart rending still, 
is the fact that many of the innocent have been 
cut off from life, and consigned to a premature 
grave. Oh how dreadful is the thought, that 
through the imperfection of human laws, and the 
uncertainty of human testimony, a Christian peo- 
ple should take away an innocent life, and thus 
commit a wrong which they can never repair !— 
But thanks be to God the community are awak- 
ing to this subject, and strong and earnest efforts 
are being made to pull down the gallows, , and 
abolish the bleody code. Massachusetts has 
taken a bold stand upon this subject, and is do- 
ing muchin the good cause, For about one year 
she has published a paper devoted to the aboli- 
tion of the punishment-of death. She has form- 
ed a Society having the same end in view. At 
one of the meetings of this Society, she resolved 
to meet next May, if we remember right, to cel- 
ebrate the downfall of the gallows. God grant 
that the philanthropic citizens may have that 
bléssed privilege. Our own State is but little 
behind her sister in this noble enterprise. Dur- 
ing last winter discussions were held upon this 
subject in New York. A Society has also been 
formed, a periodical started, and every thing in 
readiness for an active and zealous campaign, 
the coming winter. And besides this a national 
Society for the abolition of Capital Punishment 
has recently been organized with Vice President 
Dallas at its head. And further, a Society, hav- 
ing the same end in view, has been formed in 
Maryland, the first ever organized in a slave 
State. In short there is every indication of in- 
ereased interest upon this subject; and we con- 
fidently believe the time is not far distant, when 
the death penalty will be blotted from our sta- 
tute books, and life be held sacred, even in the 
vilest criminals. For this, my brethren, let us 
thank God, and take courage. Let us .put our 
shoulders to the wheel, and assist in rolling on 
the car of reformation.’ 











British AutrHoritizes.—The late Judge Dan- 
iels of Virginid, used to tell with great glee, 
how, when a young man on the circuit, he saved 
a client’s life, solely because the opposite coun- 
cil quoted from British authorities. It occurred 
during the last war, when the English squadron 
under Admiral Cockburn was. ascending the Po- 
tomac river, burning and plundering the villages 
along its banks, a negro man was arraigned for 
the murder of one of his own color; the offence 
was clearly proved, and the only chance for his 
escape was a slight informality in the indict- 
ment. ‘The prosecuting attorney in reply to Mr, 
Daniel’s defence, quoted from British authorities 
in order to establish favorably to his case the 
disputed ground, While he was speaking, at 
intervals the cannon from the British squadron in 
the river was sounding forth their unwelcome 
sounds, and when Daniels rose to reply, he with 
great tact seized hold of the strong point of his 
opponent’s cause, turning it completely against 
him. 

‘Gentlemen, said he, to the justices on the 
bench, ‘the prosecuting attorney quotes on this 
occasion British authorities! British authorities, 
gentlemen! Can there be any one in this court 
room except himself 80 dead to feelings of pa- 
triotism, as at such a moment to listen to British 
authorities, when British cannon is shaking the 
very walls of this court house to their founda- 
tion? I pause for a reply! 

Up jumped one of the justices, highly excited 
at this appeal, and thus addressed the prosecu- 
ting attorney: ‘ Look here, Mr. A , you had 
better strike a B line from this court house, 
with your British authorities, or I'll commit 
you! Prisoner, you can go! Crier, adjourn. the 
court! British authorities be 

Hesrration is a sign of weakness—for inas- 
much as the comparative good and evil of the 
different modes of action about which we hesi- 
tate are seldom equally balanced, a strong mind 
should perceive the slightest inclination of the 
beam with the glance of the eagle, particularly 
as there are cases where the preponderance will 
be very minute, even though there should be 
life in one scale and death in the other. It is re- 
corded of the late Earl of Berkley, that he was 
suddenly awakened at night in his carriage by a 
highwayman, who forcing a pistol through the 
window and presenting it close at his breast, 
and demanded his money—exclaiming at the 
same time that he heard his lordship had boasted 
he neve would be robbed by a single bighway- 
man, but that he should now be taught the con- 
trary. His lordship putting his hand into his 
pocket, replied, ‘ Neither would I now be robbed 
if it were not for that fellow who is looking over 
your shoulder.’ The highwayman turned his, 
head, when his lordship, who had drawn a pisto! 
from his pocket instead of a purse, shot him 
dead on the spot. 
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Goop ror Evit.—A little boy came to his 
mamma one rainy afternoon, as he returned from 
school, and said, ‘Mamma may I go just down 
the street with a little girl that goes to our 
school ?” 

She replied, ‘ No my son, it rains.’ 

He said, ‘ Why, ma, I must go.’ 

‘Well, then,’ said his mother, ‘ go, if you must.’ 

On his return, she asked if the little girl was 
a favorite of his. 

He said, ‘ O, no, she treats me very ill, worse 
than any other scholar in school” 

‘Then why did you wish to go with her?’ 

He said, ‘ You have taught me that we must 
do good to them that despitefully use us, and 
she had a chair to take home and I did not 
know of any other way to do- her a kindiieas, so 
I thought I would carry it for her, and that would 
be rewarding good for evil.’ 
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Truru.—Truth has thus eloqueatly been de- 
scribed by a writer who lived upwards of two 
hundred years ago: 

‘Truth is the glory of time, and the daughter 
ofeternity ; she is the life of religion, the light of 
love, the grace of wit, and the crown of wisdom: 
she is the brightness of honor, tlie blessings of 
reason, and the joy of earth; she is the angel’s 
worship, the saint’s bliss, and martyr’s erown; 
she hath a pure eye, a plain hand, a piercing 
wit, and a perfect heart. Her tongue never trips, 
her heart never faints, her hand never fails, and 
her faith never fears. She is honored in love. 
and graced in constancy ; in patience admired, 
and in charity beloved.’ 

A singular punishment was ipficted at New 
Orleans lately, upon a young female slave, con- 
vieted of kidnapping a white child. She was 
secured to the iron railing opposite the Cathe- 
dral, with arms extended, and a written placard 
placed on her breast, having ,the words— pun- 
ished for kidnapping a white child.’ Hundreds 
of negroes, says an exchange paper, witnessed 
the public exhibition, which lasted two hours, 
and we hope it may have a salutary effect upon 
them. In the afternoon, the other portion of 
the sentence, a severe whipping, was inflicted, 
and the slave delivered to her master. 








‘ 








+ 








i 





